
 

27 

 

 

Affordable Housing Sites: 
Summary and Benefits: 

A key part of every Housing Element is the identification of adequate sites to serve a range of 

incomes, including households at very low and low income levels.  Since both Plan Bay Area and 

the RHNA site the  majority of new growth within Priority Development Areas, local housing 

elements should identify affordable housing opportunity sites within PDAs.  Also, while the law 

requires only that the sites be adequately zoned, for these sites to become affordable housing sites, 

they must be competitive for affordable housing funding, particularly Low Income Housing Tax 

Credits. 
 

Potential Policies: 

● Site the majority of affordable housing parcels entirely within local Priority Development Areas 

or Transit Priority Areas/PDA-like places 

● Site affordable housing locations to maximize Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) 

potential.  Jurisdictions are encouraged to work with affordable housing developers active in 

their area to analyze whether identified sites would be competitive for tax credits. 
 

Model Ordinances/Useful Sources: 

● California Tax Credit Allocation Committee, Adopted Regulations (January 29, 2014) 

http://www.treasurer.ca.gov/ctcac/programreg/2014/20140129/regulations.pdf - Regulation 

Section 10325 - Application Selection Criteria 

● ABAG GIS Catalog, Plan Bay Area Priority Development Areas, Link: http://gis.abag.ca.gov/ 

● San Mateo County 21 Elements, LIHTC Fact Sheet, Link: 

http://www.21elements.com/Download-document/553-Low-Income-Housing-Tax-Credit-Fact-

Sheet.html 
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